Orta Doğu Teknik Üniversitesi

Faculty of Arts & Sciences 

Department of History

Fall 
History 341: American Civilization: Themes & Issues I

Instructor: Richard Dietrich

Course Description and Objectives: This course is the first of a two-part survey of the political, social, cultural, intellectual and diplomatic history of the United States. The course objectives are:


1 – A basic mastery of the events, ideas, institutions, trends, persons and places treated.


2 – A working knowledge of the geography and topography of the United States.


3 – To provide an introduction to the major institutions, lifestyles and attitudes of the American people.

Course Requirements and Methodology: Students are expected to attend at least 2/3 of classes and come to class havıng read and studıed the assıgned texts, as both theoretical and practical work will be carried out in class. Methodology will include not only lectures, but also class discussion and therefore class participation will be taken into serıous consideration in the final assessment.
Classes start at the scheduled time. If you are more than 10 minutes late for class, DO NOT enter the classroom; wait until the next session begins.

Assessment: . The mid-term exam will be worth 40% and the final exam will make up the remaining 50% of the total grade.
Make-up exams are only given for medical reasons (rapor required!) or scheduling conflicts with another department (requires a signed note from the department stating the time and date of their exam!). More than one exam on the same day, lack of preparation etc. are NOT acceptable excuses.
Course Materials: Textbook - A People and a Nation: A History of the United States. Brief Edition, Volume A, Third Edition (Dallas: Houghton Mifflin, 1991). In addition, other materials will be provided by the instructor.
Course Outline
(subject to change!):

Week 1  Introduction; Native Americans; Vikings; the Age of Exploration; conditions in 15th century Europe; Columbus and Spanish settlement of the Americas; Tudor England.

Week 2 Jamestown and the founding of Virginia; developement of Virginia.

Week 3  Puritans and the settlement of New England; developments in England; patterns of government in the colonies.

Week 4  The proprietary colonies; other European colonies in North America; colonial economy, society and attitudes; mercantilism.

Week 5  The French and Indian War; events leading up to the American Revolution; the First Continental Congress; start of the Revolution.

Week 6  The course of the Revolution; the Experimental Period.

Week 7  - MID-TERM EXAM!

Week 8  The Philadelphia Convention and the Constitution

Week 9  Washington’s presidency.

Week 10  John Adams and Thomas Jefferson’s presidencies.

Week 11  James Madison and the War of 1812.  James Monroe and the Monroe Doctrine.

Week 12  The Cotton Kingdom and slavery.  The Missouri Compromise; new political party structures and the expansion of democracy.  Andrew Jackson.

Week 13  Jackson’s presidency; reform movements.

Week 14  Abolition and the Mormons; westward expansion;

