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History 342: American Civilization: Themes & Issues II
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Course Description and Objectives: This course is the continuation of Hist 341 and covers events through the end of the Second World War. The course objectives are:


1 – A basic mastery of the events, ideas, institutions, trends, persons and places treated.


2 – A working knowledge of the geography and topography of the United States.


3 – To provide an introduction to the history, major institutions, lifestyles and attitudes of the American people.

Course Requirements and Methodology: Students are required to attend at least 2/3 of classes and come to class havıng read and studıed the assıgned texts, as both theoretical and practical work will be carried out in class. Methodology will include not only lectures, but also class discussion and therefore class participation will be taken into serıous consideration in the final assessment.

Assessment: Grades are based on the results of the mid-term and final exams. The mid-term exam will be worth 40% and the final exam will make up the remaining 60% of the total grade.

Make-up exams are only given for medical reasons (rapor required!) or scheduling conflicts with another department (requires a signed note from the department stating the time and date of their exam!). More than one exam on the same day, lack of preparation etc. are NOT acceptable excuses.

Course Materials: Textbook - A People and a Nation: A History of the United States. Brief Edition, Volume B, Third Edition (Dallas: Houghton Mifflin, 1991). In addition, other materials will be provided by the instructor.
Class Schedule (Subject to change!)

Week 1 – The Civil War.

- Reading: None
Week 2 – Reconstruction.


- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 273-288.

Week 3 – The Gilded Age; the West.


- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 289-304.

Week 4 – Late 19th century developments

- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 305-358.

Week 5 - Spanish-American War;; 1900 – 1914.


- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 376-391.

Week 6 – 1900 to 1914 – the Progressives

- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 359-391.

Week 7 - Wilson; WW I; the League of Nations.


- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 392-410.
Week 8 - MID-TERM EXAM 
Week 9 -1980s – The 1920s and the Jazz Age.


- Reading: Vol. B, pp. 411-428.

Week 10 - The Great Depression.


- Reading: Vol B, pp 429-434
Week 11 – FDR and the New Deal; international developments in the 1930s.

- Reading: Vol B, pp. 434-450.

Week 12 – US Diplomacy 1920-1941.

- Reading: Vol B, pp. 451-466.
Week 13 – WWII 


- Reading: Vol B, pp. 467-484
