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MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

Graduate School of Social Sciences

Latin and North American Studies Master Program
Course Code: 8430518
Title: United States and Latin America in Historical Perspective
Credit: 3

Elective

Catalogue Description:

History of US policy towards Latin America in nineteenth century, Monroe Doctrine, US-Mexican War, US-Spanish War, New Colonialism and US interventionism, Good Neighbor Policy, US view of Latin America in the Cold War, war against communism, free trade, war against drugs and issue of illegal immigration after the Cold War, alternatives to US hegemony in Latin America and “21th century socialism”.
Course Objectives: 

The course is designed to provide students: general view and a critical understanding on the US policy towards Latin America and its reflections throughout history; working knowledge on the key historical events and ability to contextualize them; familiarity with the conceptual framework and theoretical debates concerning the issues decisive in the US-Latin American relations such as new colonialism, intervention, good neighbour policy, war against communism, free trade and immigration; familiarity with some striking historical texts related to the course topics.

Course Syllabus:

1. Introduction 

2. Monroe doctrine and origins of US expansionism 

3. From Doctrine to practice 

4. New colonialism and US interventionism

5. US expansionism versus Arielismo: Responses of Latin Americans 

6. Good neighbor policy and nationalism in Latin America

7. Changing conditions, changing policy: The Cold War and its impact on US-Latin American relations 

8. US, military regimes and combatting communism in Latin America

9. Cuba-US relations after the Cuban revolution

10. US-Latin American relations after the Cold War 

11. US and Free trade with Latin America

12. US and struggle against drug trafficking

13. US, immigration policy and Hispanics 

14. US and 21th century socialism 

Textbooks:

L. Schoultz, Beneath the United States, London: Harvard University Press, 2005

R. H. Holden, E. Zolov, Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History, New York: Oxford University Press, 2011

M. LaRosa, F. O. Mora (eds.), Readings in Neighborly Adversaries: US-Latin American Relations, New York: Rowman&Littlefield Publishers, 2007

G. Weeks, US and Latin American Relations, New York: Pearson, Longman, 2008

V. Bulmer-Thomas, J. Dunkerley, The United States and Latin America: The New Agenda, London: Harvard University Press, 1999

P. H. Smith, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008

Weekly Reading List:

Week 1: Introduction 

Week 2: Monroe doctrine and origins of US expansionism 

Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 9-13

J. Monroe, The Monroe Doctrine, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 13-16

F. Pike, “Wild People in Wild Lands: Early American Views of Latin Americans”, in Readings in Neighborly Adversaries: US-Latin American Relations, M. LaRosa, F. O. Mora (eds.), New York: Rowman&Littlefield Publishers, 2007, pp. 35-50

D. Perkins, “The Monroe Doctrine, 1823-1826”, in Readings in Neighborly Adversaries: US-Latin American Relations, M. LaRosa, F. O. Mora (eds.), New York: Rowman&Littlefield Publishers, 2007, pp. 55-64

Week 3: From Doctrine to practice 

J. K. Polk, Texas, Mexico and Manifest Destiny, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 23-26

J. Q. Adams, Cuba: “An Apple Severed by the Tempest From Its Native Tree”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H.

The Governments of US and Spain, The Treaty of Paris, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 77-78

The Congress of the United States, The Platt Amendment of 1901, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 82-84

P. H. Smith, “European Game”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 13-42

Week 4: New colonialism and US interventionism

T. Roosevelt, “The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 96-98

P. H. Smith, “Gospel of Democracy”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 43-65

Week 5: US expansionism versus Arielismo: Responses of Latin Americans 

J. Marti, “The Character of the United States”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 63-65

J. E. Rodo, “Ariel”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 79-81

R. Dario, “To Roosevelt”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 91-92

P. H. Smith, “Latin America: Responses to Imperialism”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 81-112

Week 6: Good neighbor policy and nationalism in Latin America

F. D. Roosevelt, “Good neighbor policy”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 133-134

C. Beals, “A Skeptic Views the Good Neigbor Policy”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 147-149

P. H. Smith, “Gospel of Democracy”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 65-80

L. Schoultz, “Becoming a Good Neighbor”, Beneath the United States, London: Harvard University Press, 2005, pp. 290-311

Week 7: Changing conditions, changing policy: The Cold War and its impact on US-Latin American relations 

The Delegates to the Ninth International Conference, “The Menace of Communism”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 184-185

G. F. Kennan, “A Realist Views Latin America“, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 186-188

J. I. Dominguez, “US-Latin American Relations During the Cold War and Its Aftermath”, in The United States and Latin America: The New Agenda, V. Bulmer-Thomas, J. Dunkerley (eds.), London: Harvard University Press, 1999, pp. 33-49
Week 8: US, military regimes and combatting communism in Latin America

M. Eisenhower, “The Wine is Bitter”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 241-242

V. A. Walters, “The United States and the Brazilian Coup”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 243-247

US Department of State, “Massacre in Mexico”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 263-265

N. A. Rockefeller, “The Rockefeller Report”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 265-267

H. A. Kissenger and A. Pinochet, “The United States and Human Rights in Chile”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 284-287

L. Schoultz, Beneath the United States, London: Harvard University Press, 2005, pp. 332-366

P. H. Smith, “Latin America: Fighting the Cold War”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 181-210

Week 9: Cuba-US relations after the Cuban revolution

R. M. Nixon and J. F. Kennedy, “Debating Cuba and Castro”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 215-220
E. Lansdale, “Operation Mongoose”, The Cuba Reader: History, Culture, Politics. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003, pp. 337-451
J. F. Kennedy, “Lessons of the Bay of Pigs”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 224-226
Louis A. Pérez Jr., “Fear and Loathing of Fidel Castro: Sources of US Policy toward Cuba”, Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. 34, No. 2 (May, 2002), pp. 227-254
Week 10: US-Latin American relations after the Cold War 

The Heads of State of Thirty Four American Nations, “The Summit of the Americas”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 351-354

C. Powell, “Military Intervention in Haiti”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 354-358

The Government of the United States, “The Helms-Burton Act”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 358-363

P. H. Smith, “Illicit Flows and Military Force”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 241-272
J. G. Castañeda, Latin America and the End of the Cold War, Transition, No. 59 (1993), pp. 45-64

Week 11: US and Free trade with Latin America

The Government of Canada, the United States and Mexico, “The North American Free Trade Agreement”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 342-344

P. H. Smith, “Superpower Economics”, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States and the World, New York: Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 213-240

Week 12: US and struggle against drug trafficking

The Governments of Colombia and US, “The Drug War: Plan Colombia”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 378-381
G. C. Delgado-Ramos et. al., Political-Economic Factors in U.S. Foreign Policy: The Colombia Plan, the Mérida Initiative, and the Obama Administration, Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 38, No. 4, OBAMA AND LATIN AMERICA (July2011), pp. 93-108
Week 13: US, immigration policy and Hispanics 

The Voters of California, “Proposition 187”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 348-351

The Governments of Mexico, Central America, the Dominican Republic and Colombia, “Unauthorized Immigration to the United States”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 390-392

Week 14: US and 21th century socialism 

The Zapatista Army of Rebellion, “Insurgency After the Cold War”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 345-347

Evo Morales, “We Indigenous Peoples”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 393-396

Hugo Chavez, “The Devil Came Here Yesterday”, in Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History R. H. Holden, E. Zolov (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, 2011, pp. 397-399

J. Buxton, “Forward into History: Understanding Obama's Latin American Policy”, Latin American Perspectives, Vol. 38, No. 4, OBAMA AND LATIN AMERICA (July2011), pp. 29-45
Lectures and Classes:

Formal lecture and students’ presentations 
Grading:

Individual presentations during the class (25-30 minutes) and a short research paper on a specific theme related to one of the topics of the course (7-10 pages); take-home final exam. 
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