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MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

Graduate School of Social Sciences

Latin and North American Studies Master Program
Course Code: 8430519
Title: Migration Trends in South and North America

Credit: 3

Elective

Catalogue Description:

Assimilation, political transnationalism, remittances and the relationship between migration and development, migration trends in Latin America, the emigration of Colombians to the United States, immigration reform in the United States, the role immigrants play in American society
Course Objectives: 

This course will provide students with an overview of key issues being discussed nowadays with respect to migration such as assimilation, political transnationalism, remittances and the relationship between migration and development. It will examine them in the context of migration trends in Latin America with a focus on the arrival of Latin Americans to the United States in the last decades. In addition, the class will use the emigration of Colombians to the United States as a case study to understand why people migrate and how they assimilate in their host country. 

Furthermore, the course will study the topic of immigration reform in the United States, which has always been important in this country’s public policy discourse. With the new administration, it has, indeed, acquired more relevance and has become the center of debate in United States politics. 

Lastly, in order to understand the role immigrants play in American society, the class will study their presence in New York City. This global city serves as a laboratory to understand immigrants’ unique and vital contributions to the city.

Course Syllabus:

1. Introduction 

2. General Concepts on Migration- Assimilation 

3. General Concepts on Migration-  Political Transnationalism 

4. General Concepts on Migration- the Relation between Remittances and Development

5. Migration Flows within Latin America 

6. Latin American Migration Flows to the United States 

7. Case Study: Colombian Migration to the United States
8. Case Study: Colombian Migration to the United States
9. Comprehensive Immigration Reform in the United States

10. Immigration Reform under the Trump Administration 

11. New York City; Ground Zero for the Study of the Role of Immigrants in a Global City 

12. New York City; Ground Zero for the Study of the Role of Immigrants in a Global City 

13. Review 
Textbooks:
-
Weekly Reading List:

Week 1-  Introduction 



-Discussion of objective of course 

- Review of topics to be covered in the course



- Presentation topics will be assigned with due dates

Week 2- General Concepts on Migration- Assimilation

Alba, Richard and Victor Nee. (1999). “Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New Era of Immigration” in Charles Hirschman, Philip Kasinitz and Josh DeWind, (eds.), The Handbook of International Migration- The American Experience. New York: Russell Sage Foundation: pp. 137-160.

Ganz, Herbert. (1999). “Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New Era of Immigration” in Charles Hirschman, Philip Kasinitz and Josh DeWind, (eds)., The Handbook of International Migration- The American Experience. New York: Russell Sage Foundation: pp.161-171.

Gestle, Gary and John Mollenkopf. (2001). “The Political Incorporation of Immigrants, Then and Now” in Gary Gestke and John Mollenkopf, E Pluribus Unum?. New York: Russell Sage Foundation: pp.1-30.

Huntington, Samuel. (2009).  “The Hispanic Challenge” Foreign Policy, www.foreignpolicy.com/2009/10/28/the-hispanic-challenge/
Week 3-  General Concepts on Migration-  Political Transnationalism
Escobar, Cristina, Renelinda Arana and James A. McCann. (2015). “Expatriate voting and migrants’ place of residence: Explaining transnational participation in Colombian elections”,

Migration Studies, Volume 3, Issue 1, 1 March 2015, Pages 1–31, https://doi.org/10.1093/migration/mnt030
Gerdes, Jürgen, Eveline Reisenauer, and Deniz Sert. (2012). “Varying Transnational and Multicultural Activities in the Turkish-German Migration Context” in P. Pitkänen et al. (eds.)  Migration and Transformation: Multi-level Analysis of Migrants Transantionalism. International Perspective on Migration 3, Springer Science + Business Media B.V.

Gómez Kopp, Milena. (2008). “Ni chicha ni limonada. El transnacionalismo político colombiano” in Presencia colombiana en Estados Unidos. Bogotá: Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Colombia: pp. 153- 183.

Lafleur, Jean-Michel. (2011). “Why Do States Enfranchise Citizens Abroad? Comparative Insights from Mexico, Italy and Belgium.” Global Networks: (11)4, pp. 481-501

Week 4- General Concepts on Migration- the Relation between Remittances and Development

Delgado-Wise, Raul and Luis Eduardo Guarnizo. (2007). “Migration and Development: Lessons from the Mexican Experience”. Migration Information Source, Migration Policy Institute

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migration-and-development-lessons-mexican-experience

Gómez Kopp, Milena, (2014). “La Guaca? The Internationalization of the Colombian Housing Market” in Clara Irazabal Transbordering Latin Americas- Liminal Places, Cultures and Powers (T)Here. New York: Routledge: pp. 217-240.

Gomez Kopp, Milena. (2010). "The Impact of Remittances on Colombia's Foreign Policy”. Calgary: Occasional Papers, Latin American Research Centre, University of Calgary   

Newland, Kathleen. (2011). “Migration and Development Policy: What Have We Learned?”, Migration Policy Institute. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/migration-and-development-policy-what-have-we-learned
Reveco, Cristina Dona and Brendan Mullan. (2014). “Migration Policy and Development”. International Migration, Vol 52 (5), pp. 1-14.

SIPA Applied Public Policy Workshop Project (2005). “Making Remittances Work for Development-leveraging remittances to the housing market”. New York: MPA Workshop Project, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University. 
Zapata, Gisela P. (2013). “The migration-development nexus: Rendering migrants as transnational financial subjects through housing”. Geoforum 47, pp 93-102.

Week 5 -  Migration Flows within Latin America

Boccagni, Paolo and Francesca Lagomarsino.(2011). “Migration and the Global Crisis: New Prospects for Return? The Case of Ecuadoreans in Europe”. Bulletin of Latin American Research, Vol.30, No. 3, pp. 282-297.

Gouveia, Lourdes. Rogelio Saenz and Jasney Cogua. “From Disney to Chavez: Venezuelan Migrants to the U.S.”, an unpublished proposal.

Imilan, Walter. “Performing National Identity Through Food Migration in Santiago de Chile”, Instituto de Vivienda, Universidad de Chile, an unpublished study.

Lee, Sang E. (2010). “Unpacking the Packing Plant: Nicaraguan Migrant Women’s Work in Costa Rica’s Evolving Export Agriculture Sector”. Signs. Vol.35, No 2 (winter), pp. 317-342.

Paerregaard, Karsten. (2012). “Commodifying Intimacy: Women, Work and Care in Peruvian Migration”. Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology, Vol. 17, No. 3, pp. 493-511.

Sassen-Koob, Saskia. (1979). Economic Growth and Immigration in Venezuela” International Migration Review, Vol 13, No. 3, New York: The Center for Migration Studies of New York Inc., pp. 455-474.

Takenawa, Ayumi. (2010). “Peruvian Migration in a Global Context” Latin American Perspectives, Sage Publications.com, http://lap.sagepub.com/
Vasquez, Tania. (2014). “La migración peruana a Chile: el crecimiento de la comunidad binacional peruano-chilena”, Revista Argumentos, Vol. 8, No. 1, March

www.revistargumentos.org.pe/migracion_peruana_a_chile.html
Week 6- Latin American Migration Flows to the United States

Fazito, Dimitri and Weber Soares. (2013). “The Industry of Illegal Migration: Social Network Analysis of the Brazil- US Migration System”, International Migration, OIM, Oxford: Blackwell  Publishing Ltd.

Flores, Antonio.(2015). “Facts on US Latinos”, Pew Hispanic Center, http://www.pewhispanic.org/2017/09/18/facts-on-u-s-latinos/

Lowenthal, Abraham F. (2014). “The Underlying Significance of Central American Immigration” https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/the-underlying-significance-of-central-american-immigration/
Paez, Tomas. (2017). Amid Economic Crisis and Political Turmoil, Venezuelans Form a New Exodus”, Migration Policy Institute. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/amid-economic-crisis-and-political-turmoil-venezuelans-form-new-exodus

Rosenblum, Marc R. and Kate Brick. (2011). “US Immigration Policy and Mexican/ Central American Migration Flows: Then and Now”.  Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Migration Policy Institute. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/RMSG-us-immigration-policy-mexican-central-american-migration-flows

Stepler, Renee and Mark Hugo Lopez, (2016). “U.S. Latino Population Growth and Dispersion Has Slowed Since Onset of the Great Recession”. Pew Research Center.

http://www.pewhispanic.org/2016/09/08/latino-population-growth-and-dispersion-has-slowed-since-the-onset-of-the-great-recession
Week 7 and 8- Case Study: Colombian Migration to the United States
Required reading:

DeSipio, Louis, Harry Pachon, Rosalind Gold and Arturo Vargas. (1998). “America’s Newest Voices: Colombians, Dominicans, Guatemalans and Salvadorians in the United States- Examining Their Public Policy Needs”, NALEO Educational Fund/ Tomas Rivera Policy Institute Project.

Forero, Juan. (2001). “Prosperous Colombians Flee, Many to U.S. to Escape War”, The New York Times, (Abril 10), pA1. http://www.nytimes.com/2001/04/10/world/prosperous-colombians-flee-many-to-us-to-escape-war.html
Gamarra, Eduardo, and Michael W. Collier, (2001) The Colombian Diaspora in South Florida. Latin American and Caribbean Center Working Paper Series, No.1, Florida International University.  http://lasa.international.pitt.edu/Lasa2003/CollierMichael.pdf
Guarnizo, Luis Eduardo,  Arturo Ignacio Sánchez  and  Elizabeth M. Roach. ( 1999) “Mistrust, Fragmented Solidarity and Transnational Migration: Colombians in New York City and Los Angeles”, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 22. 2, pp.367-396. 

Motel, Seth and Eileen Patten. (2012). “Hispanics of Colombian Origin in the United States, 2010- Statistical Profile” , Pew Hispanic Center,

http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/06/27/hispanics-of-colombian-origin-in-the-united-states-2010/
Rohter, Larry. (2000). “Driven by Fear, Colombians Leave in Droves”, The New York Times,
http://www.nytimes.com/2000/03/05/world/driven-by-fear-colombians-leave-in-droves.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm

Silva, Adriana Carolina and Douglas S. Massey. (2014). “Violence, Networks, and International Migration from Colombia”, International Migration, OIM, Published by John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 

SIPA Applied Public Policy Workshop Project (2002). “Turning the Colombian Brain Drain into a Brain Gain: A Study of Attitudes among Colombians Living in the United States”, New York: MPA Workshop Project, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University

Additional reading:

Bidegain, Ana María y María Aysa-Lastra, ed, (2006) Presencia colombiana en Estados Unidos- Caracterización de la población inmigrante. Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Florida International University – FIU, Bogotá: Imprenta Nacional.
Gómez Kopp, Milena. (2013. “La élite transnacional colombiana en los Estados Unidos”, in Revista Orbis, # 18,  Bogotá: Asociación Diplomática, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores: pp. 26-33.

Week 9- Comprehensive Immigration Reform in the United States

Burke, Alison. (2017). “Why undocumented immigration from Latin America to the US will slow to a crawl—even without a border wall” Brookings https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2017/03/23/why-undocumented-immigration-from-latin-america-to-the-u-s-will-slow-to-a-crawl-even-without-a-border-wall/
Kamarck, Elaine, John Hudak and Christine Stenglein. (2017). “Immigration by the numbers”, Brookings.https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/immigration-by-the-numbers/?keyword=Immigration%20in%20the%20USA
Hoban, Brennan, (2017). “Do immigrants “steal” jobs from American workers?” Brookings

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2017/08/24/do-immigrants-steal-jobs-from-american-workers/
SIPA Applied Public Policy Workshop Project (2008). “Under the Number 7 Subway Tracks: A Survey of Immigrant Businesses in Queens”. New York: MPA Workshop Project, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University

Week 10- Immigration Reform under the Trump Administration

Edsall, Thomas B. (2017). “How Immigration Foiled Hillary”, The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/05/opinion/clinton-trump-immigration.html

Frey, William H. (2017). “Recent foreign-born growth counters Trump’s immigration stereotypes” https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2017/10/02/recent-foreign-born-growth-counters-trumps-immigration-stereotypes/
Schuck, Peter H. (2017). “Why the ‘Diversity Lottery’ Needs to End” The New York Times,

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/02/opinion/diversity-lottery-skilled-immigrants.html

Shear, Michael D. (Sept 24, 2017) “New Order Indefinitely Bars Almost All Travel from Seven Countries”, The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/24/us/politics/new-order-bars-almost-all-travel-from-seven-countries.html

Week 11 and 12-   New York City; Ground Zero for the Study of the Role of Immigrants in a Global City

Castaño, Javier. (2017). “Ecuadoreans and Colombians in New York” in Sherrie Baver, Angelo Falcon and Gabriel Haslip-Viera (eds.). Latinos in New York. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 192-219.
Haslip-Viera Gabriel. (2017). “The Evolution of the Latina/o Community in New York City: Early Seventeenth Century to the Present” in Sherrie Baver, Angelo Falcon and Gabriel Haslip-Viera (eds.). Latinos in New York. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 17- 56.

Hernández, Ramona and Silvio Torres-Saillant. (2017). “Perspectives on Dominicans in New York City” in Sherrie Baver, Angelo Falcon and Gabriel Haslip-Viera (eds.). Latinos in New York. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 145-174.

Smith, Robert Courtney. (2017). “Mexicans in New York at a Crossroads in the Second Decade of the New Millennium” in Sherrie Baver, Angelo Falcon and Gabriel Haslip-Viera (eds.). Latinos in New York. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 175- 191.

Torres, Andres and Gilbert Marzan. (2017). “Where Have All the Puerto Ricans Gone?” in Sherrie Baver, Angelo Falcon and Gabriel Haslip-Viera (eds.). Latinos in New York, Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, pp. 111-144.

New York City Department of City Planning. (2000). The Newest New Yorkers 2013-Characteristics of the City’s Foreign-born Population, New York: New York City Department of City Planning. https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/data-maps/nyc-population/nny2013/nny_2013.pdf

Week 13- Review

13.Lectures and Classes:

Formal lecture and students’ presentations 
14.Grading:

The course assignments are the following:

- a single term paper, of max 5000 words in length, double spaced, dealing with an issue covered in the course (30 percent of the final grade)

-  students will give two oral presentations; one based on their written work and the other on a given topic (20 percent) 

-students are expected to actively participate in class discussions, which will be based on the reading material (20 percent) 

- a final take-home exam (25 percent)

- attendance (5 percent)
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