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Middle East Technical University
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Department of History
Fall 2012-2013
RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY SINCE 1945 (2400343)
Syllabus 
Instructor:           Assist. Prof. Dr. Bahar Gürsel

E-mail address:   bgursel@metu.edu.tr 

Phone number:    210-3143
Office hours:       Thursday, 14.40-17.00 and by appointment 
TEXTBOOK (on reserve under ‘HIST 343’ file):

· Brinkley, Alan. The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the American People. Chapters 26-34. 6th ed. New York: McGraw Hill, 2009 E178.1 .B827 2009().
· Foner, Eric. Give me Liberty!: An American History. Vol. 2. Chapters 22-28. 2nd ed. New York: W. W. Norton, 2008 (E178 .F66 2008 v.2).
· Articles that will be provided by the instructor.
COURSE CONTENTS: The structure of the course is as follows:

Week 1: Introduction: The Origins of the Cold War
· The Great Depression

· World War II

· The Atomic Bomb

Week 2: Postwar Politics and the Cold War

· Containment in Action

· The Election of 1948

· The Truman Presidency

· The Korean War 1950-1953

Week 3: The Second Red Scare
· The House Un-American Activities Committee

· The Hiss Case

· Senator Joseph McCarthy

Week 4: The Eisenhower Presidency

· The Election of 1952
· Domestic Issues
· Eisenhower’s Foreign Policy
Week 5: The Fifties: The Social Spectrum

· The Consumer Society

· Mass Culture,  Television

· Civil Rights and Social Injustices

· American Subcultures (the “Beats,” Rock and Roll, etc.)
Week 6: John F. Kennedy and the New Frontier

· The Election of 1960
· Kennedy and the Civil Rights Movement

· Kennedy’s Foreign Policy

· The Assassination of  Kennedy 
Week 7: The Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson

· The Election of 1964

· The War on Poverty

· The Great Society
Week 8: American Society and the Sixties

· Counterculture and the Hippies
· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

1. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 1965

2. Black Power 

3. The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965

4. The Warren Court  
Week 9: Midterm exam
Week 10: American Society and the Vietnam War

· Vietnam to 1960
· Kennedy and Vietnam
· Johnson and Vietnam
· Student Protests
· The Election of 1968
Week 11: Nixon Years
· The Nixon Doctrine
· Nixon and Vietnam
· Domestic Problems
· Watergate
Week 12: The Seventies
· Beyond Watergate

· The Presidencies of Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter
Week 13: Rise of Conservatism and Reagan “Revolution”

· The New Right and the Religious Right

· Reaganomics

· Reagan’s Foreign Policy

· Reagan’s Second Term 
Week 14: The 1990s

· The Bush Years and War in the Gulf
· Bill Clinton

· Globalization
Week 15: The New Millennium
· 9/11
· The Bush Administration and the Iraq War
· The 2008 presidential election

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: The academic assessment of this course will be divided into three parts:

Mid-Term Exam: There will be an in-class mid-term exam which will constitute 35% of the total final grade.

Final Exam: At the end of the semester, there will be an in-class final examination that will constitute 45% of the total final grade.

Attendance & Participation: Attendance and participation will constitute 20% of the total final grade.

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM: Students who copy out material from the internet or from a book without acknowledging the source will automatically receive an F for that assignment and may be liable to further disciplinary action. 
The breakdown of the final grade is as follows:

Mid-Term Exam                            35%

Final Exam                                    45%

Attendance & Participation           20% 
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